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A Christmas Story

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,, and shall call his name Immanuel”; “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.  “Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this” (Isaiah 7:14; 9:6, 7) Historically Isaiah wrote between 649 – 603 B.C.
1. The Birth of the King

As we are approaching the day celebrated almost universally in Christendom as the anniversary of the King’s birth, it seems fitting and appropriate that that event should be the majestic theme of the present discussion. No more beautiful reference to the King’s birth, character, attributes, and coming kingdom glory can be found in all the Scriptures than is found above in Isaiah 9:6, 7.  
“But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law” (Gal 4:4).

Further, even the city of His birth was foretold years before He was born.  Again, there was nothing that God wanted to chance as to who the Christ child would be.

Micah 5: 2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.  Written between 632 – 603 B.C.
Not only were the circumstances of the entrance of the Messiah providentially arranged, but His birth also was a miracle. Matthew, who has written the royal gospel, has taken pains to point this out. There must be no question that the words of the superscription above the cross, a climactic note in the sweep of the gospel’s thought, are true. He really was “Jesus the King of the Jews” (Matt 27:37).  The accounts of the birth of the Messiah are written from different standpoints, but they each agree in the fact and in the manner of His birth. In the 
1. Matthaean narrative it is stated twice that Mary’s conception was “of the Holy Ghost” (1:18, 20 ). (Holy Seed of the Woman Gen. 3:15)
2. Luke, who gives more detail concerning the birth itself, writes: “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God” (1:35 ). Both accounts unite in the affirmation that He was “conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary” (Apostles’ Creed).

3. Mark does not expressly assert the virgin birth, his gospel is in harmony with it. He opens his narrative by referring to Jesus as “the Son of God” (1:1 ). Later one comes across the term “son of Mary,” but Mark never calls Him “son of Joseph.” 
4. John, too, agrees, for we hear our Lord saying, “Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world” (John 8:23; cf. 1:1, 14 ). 
2. The King’s Preëxistence

When we begin to speak of the birth of that One who is to be King of kings and Lord of lords, the first great fact that we must take into account is the fact of the King’s preëxistence.  According to the unerring Word of God, man’s existence begins with his birth into this world. But there was one man, the Divine-human Messiah of God, who walked this earth and can claim to have preexisted His birth.  

Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:

 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

 9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:

 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;

 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

 Therefore, Isaiah begins his great announcement concerning the birth of the king with the double statement, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.” His meaning is that as a human being the life of our Lord had a beginning in birth. As the eternal Son, however, He could have no birth nor beginning, for as co-equal with God, and God Himself, in the mysteries of the Trinity, He had always existed. Just here, on this significant and all important topic, let us hear other words of inspiration-better than uninspired man’s words, however laboriously conceived and skillfully expressed-witnessing to the King as the Eternal Son: “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting”; “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men.” (Micah 5:2; John 1:1–14). A virgin was to conceive and bring forth a son, but this wondrous child, according to the prophecy written so long before (Isa 7:14) was to be named “Immanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us” (Matt 1:23). See also Luke 1:26–35.

The Moslem faith is based on the teachings of Mohammed; Buddhism is based on the teachings Buddha, Confucianism on the teachings of Confucius, Marxism on the teachings of Marx, and evolution on the teachings of Darwin. Not one of these is based on the observation of historical data or facts, but on the teachings and theories of men.  However, Christianity is based on the historical facts concerning the “Birth, Life, Death and Resurrection” of a man who existed as God before His birth.
3. The Double Destination of the King

We have seen that Isaiah spoke of this child as a “King of kings and Lord of lords”, yet the child has yet to attain that description.  But Isaiah also spoke of the child as one whose soul would be a “sacrifice for sin”.  So, in order to see the first destination of the child born from the over shadowing of the Holy Spirit, we must turn to Isaiah 53 and read the following: 
Isaiah 53:1 Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?

 2 For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

 3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

 4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

 5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

 8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.

 9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.

 10 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand

Well can we ask concerning these words, like the Ethiopian in the long ago, “Of whom speaketh the prophet this”? (Acts 8:34). And we can add, “Surely such words were not spoken of the King”! The only correct answer to the puzzling problem and incredible, to the natural man (1 Cor 2:7–14), situation is found in the act and words of Philip when he “began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus” (Acts 8:35).

Perhaps at the time when his 9th chapter was written, the Holy Spirit had not fully revealed to Isaiah the fact that the One born a King was also the suffering Lamb, slain from the beginning in the counsels of God (Exodus 12:1–11; John 1:29; 1 Peter 1:19–20 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you; Rev 5:5–12), whose atoning work had been pictured in the sacrifices of the patriarchs, in the passover, and upon all the altars of Israel (1 Peter 1:10–12).

Of the two mountain peaks of prophecy, so to speak, in the line of vision of Isaiah and the other prophets of Israel, the lower peak, and the one nearer to the prophets, was the one upon whose top was a cross. In the vision of the 9th chapter, Isaiah’s eye swept over and beyond this first peak to the top of the second and more distant mountain. There he saw a throne, and concerning the One who was to sit upon that throne, said: “The government shall be upon his shoulder.” The prophet did not see and therefore did not speak of the valley of the New Testament Church and of the Dispensation of Grace which is between the two mountains, and which is visible to us as we see it from the side, as it were, in the full light of the New Testament revelation.  

Omitting, in this portion of his prophecy, any mention of the “sufferings of Christ,” Isaiah overleaps in the enthusiasm of his prophetic passion the whole period of the Church age and proceeds immediately to speak of the “glory that shall follow” (1 Peter 1:11).

4. The Ultimate Destiny of the Child

Here, then, is the destination of the wondrous child of Bethlehem. Though meek and lowly in the circumstances of His earthly beginnings, yet He was born a King. He is the “Star out of Jacob” and the “Sceptre rising out of Israel,” the Lord who “shall be King over all the earth” (Matt 2:2; 27:37; Numbers 24:17; Zech 14:9).  Ultimately, our response to the teaching of the virgin birth will hinge upon our view of Christ’s uniqueness. If we regard Him as a mere man, we shall probably reject the virgin birth. But if we by God’s Spirit sense that He is unique—unique in history, unique according to His own consciousness in His relation to God and man, and unique in His redemption, will we not reason that it is credible that He be unique in His origin? We will concur with Denney: “He came from God, all the apostles believed, in a sense in which no other came: does it not follow that He came in a way in which no other came?”  Would a word of appeal be considered in bad taste? Have we noticed and reflected upon his name Immanuel—God with us. Is this personally true? 

Christ prophesied of the day’s in which we live, days that would be shortly before he would come back as the one born to be King of kings, for He said in that time men’s hearts would be ....”failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth” (Luke 21:25, 26). The world looks for a great super dictator who will arise to govern the nations and, who, they hope, will solve the world’s problems, bear its burdens, and thus bring peace. Vain hope! For in the Bible, this mans name will be called antichrist (1 John 2:18; 4:3), and he is revealed as a monster of iniquity (2 Thess 2:3–8).

7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.

 8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:

Righteousness must precede peace (Heb 7:2). Therefore, only that One whose very name is righteousness (Jeremiah 23:6) as Prince of Peace can speak peace to the nations. Sitting upon the throne of David, from the top of Mt. Zion exalted (Psalm 2:6; Isaiah 2:2–4) He shall sway the sceptre over the tribes of Israel, and over all the earth. He shall bear upon His mighty shoulder, the place of strength and power, the burdens of government.  
This then is the true meaning of the Christmas story, for a child who was prophesied to be born as the King of kings, would first come and die for those he will one day rule.  His voice is heard in the past, the present and will be heard in the future, ringing out like the call of a silver trumpet to the individual crushed beneath life’s load saying: “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt 11:28).  
