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1. Efficacious Grace

2. The Sealing Ministry of God the Holy Spirit

3. Eternal Inheritance

4. Regeneration

5. Eternal Life

6. Imputed Righteousness of God

7. Resultant Justification

8. Reconciliation

9. Beneficiaries of Propitiation

10.
Beneficiaries of Unlimited Atonement.

1.
Unlimited atonement means that Jesus Christ was judged on the cross for all personal sins in the history of the human race, from the first sin of Adam to the last sin committed in the Millennium and beyond.

2.
Unlimited atonement means that salvation is open to anyone who will believe in Christ.  Only those who believe in Christ become the beneficiaries of unlimited atonement.

3.
This is documented in 2 Cor 5:14-15, 19; 1 Tim 2:6, 4:10; Tit 2:11;  Heb 2:9; 2 Pet 2:1; 1 Jn 2:2. 
A.  Definition and Description.

The doctrine of unlimited atonement, as understood by evangelicals, means that Christ died for every person but His death is effective only in those who believe the gospel. 
1.  In the Old Testament, atonement was presented through the Hebrew verb KAPHAR, which means "to make an atonement, to make reconciliation, tocover, or pass over, to atone by offering a substitute."



a.  KOPHER is a noun meaning redemption.  KIPHUR is a noun meaning atonement.


b.  KAPHORETH is the word for the place of atonement or the mercy seat in the Holy of Holies.  The blood of the animal sacrifice covered the KAPHORETH satisfying God, thus portraying atonement.   

2.  Atonement in the Old Testament refers to the use of animal sacrifices to portray the saving work of Christ on the cross.  Atonement in the New Testament refers to the actual saving work of Christ:  propitiation, redemption, reconciliation, imputation, and justification.  All these together make up Atonment.


3.  Once a year on the Day of Atonement (JOM KIPPUR), an animal sacrifice was made at the brazen altar outside of the Temple in the court of the Temple.  The brazen altar represented the cross.  Then the high priest took the blood of the animal in a basin and carried it into the Holy of Holies where atonement was accomplished by sprinkling the blood over the top of the Mercy Seat.  Over the Ark was a throne, flanked by two cherubs representing the holiness of God.  One cherub represented God's  righteousness; the other God's justice.  The two cherubs looked down and were satisfied with that sacrifice.  This represented the doctrine of propitiation, or how God the Father was satisfied with the work of God the Son on the cross.  So in Rom 3, Jesus Christ is called the mercy seat.


4.  There were three things in the Tabernacle used to illustrate unlimited atonement.



a.  The tables of the Law were put inside the Ark of the Covenant.  The Ark was made of acacia wood (humanity of Christ), plated with gold (deity of Christ).



b.  Also placed inside was a pot of manna.



c.  Aaron's rod that budded.


5.  All three items speak of different categories of sin.  The Law reveals that sin is a violation of divine standards.  Aaron's rod that budded illustrates sin as a rejection of authority.  The pot of manna represents sin in failing to utilize logistical grace, being kept alive but rejecting Christ as Savior.


6.  Unlimited atonement is the means of reconciliation, the means of  removing the barrier between God and man, the basis for divine propitiation.


7.  While animal blood was the shadow which communicated this judgment,  the true basis for atonement is the actual saving work of Christ in redemption, reconciliation, and propitiation.



a.  1 Pet 2:24, "He carried our sins in His own body on the cross." 



b.  1 Cor 11:24, "This is My body which is given for you."



c.  2 Cor 5:21, "He who knew no sin was made sin for us." 



d.  This removed the barrier for the entire human race.  However, God also did something for believers only, believers receive reconciliation: the imputation of divine perfect righteousness resulting in justification.



e.  The imputation of all sins to Christ is only possible because when man is born into the world and receives the imputation of human life, he simultaneously receives the imputation of Adam's original sin as the basis for his condemnation.

    
 8.  1 Jn 2:2, "And He is the propitiation for our sins, but not for our sins only, but also for the entire world."  Atonement includes the efficacious sacrifice, redemption, and propitiation.
   
 9.  Atonement is defined as the saving work of Christ on the cross.  The burnt offering of the Old Testament was accepted to make an atonement, Lev 1:4.  However, animal sacrifices have no efficacy, Heb 10:4; only the perfect sacrifice of Christ is efficacious, Heb 9:26 and 10:5-10.

  
10.  So atonement is the reconciliation between God and man, accomplished by the efficacious sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ on the cross.  Hence, unlimited atonement and propitiation remove the barrier between God and man, so that every person in the human race can have eternal salvation.

B.  The necessity for atonement is spiritual death and personal sin, Eph 2:1.


1.  Spiritual death occurs at the moment of birth, when God creates soul-life and imputes it to our biological life, after we exit from the womb.  Spiritual death precedes our personal sins.  The work of Christ is necessary to make atonement for our spiritual death.   

2.  The simultaneous imputations at birth of human life and Adam's original sin result, therefore, in all mankind being born physically alive and spiritually dead.  This condemnation is the necessity for atonement.



a.  God does not condemn all without providing a solution to that condemnation in the form of the offer of salvation.  This imputation demonstrates the wisdom and justice of God; for condemnation must precede salvation.



b.  All those who die before reaching accountability are automatically saved as a part of the doctrine of unlimited atonement.  Only the doctrine of unlimited atonement explains what happens to those who die before they reach the age of accountability.



c.  The necessity for unlimited atonement comes from condemnation.

3.  Personal sins were never imputed to man, but to Christ on the cross.



a.  We have never been judged for our personal sins.  But this does not set aside the law of free will.  You are still responsible for your bad decisions.  Gal 6:7, "Be not deceived, God is not mocked, whatsoever a man sows, that shall he also reap."



b.   What happened to all personal sins in eternity past?  This is answered in 2 Cor 5:19, "By not imputing their sins to them."  2 Cor 5:21, "He made Him who knew no sin to be sin as a substitute for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him."

 
 4.  Unlimited atonement is the efficacious sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the entire human race.  The sacrifice was His spiritual death, not His physical death.   Isa. 53:10 “…………when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.”  

5.  The result of the judgment of our sins in Christ is twofold.


a.  Unlimited atonement frees the individual under spiritual death to believe in Christ for salvation.  The judgment of sin on the cross frees the human race to enter into a non-meritorious system of perception, called faith, Eph 2:8-9.  Faith is preceded by the work of the Holy Spirit, called common grace, and repentance, which is simply changing your mind about Christ.  Because we are still spiritually dead when we believe in Christ, the Holy Spirit must pick up our weak faith and make it effectual and valid, called efficacious grace.



b.  The removal of the barrier between God and man, which is called reconciliation.  The Godward side of salvation is propitiation;  the manward side is reconciliation.

