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The Baptism of the Holy Spirit.

The Baptism of The Spirit is One of Seven Salvation Ministries by God the Holy Spirit.


1.  Efficacious grace is the enabling power of the Holy Spirit to make faith in Jesus Christ effective for eternal salvation.  When positive volition is exercised toward Gospel information resulting in faith in Christ, the Holy Spirit picks up that weak faith from the spiritually dead unbeliever and makes that faith effectual, carrying the believer to the point of salvation.


2.  Regeneration is where the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit creates a human spirit for the imputation of eternal life to that human spirit.  This is being spiritually born again.  The new believer then becomes trichotomous, having a body, soul, and spirit.


3.  In the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit enters the believer into union with Christ, making the Church Age believer a part of the royal family of God.


4.  In the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit creates a temple in the believer's body for the indwelling of Christ as the Shekinah Glory, 1 Cor 3:16, 6:19-20; 2 Cor 6:16.


5.  The filling of the Spirit is the initial entrance into the divine dynasphere at the point of salvation where the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit can be utilized in the execution of the protocol plan, Eph 5:18.


6.  In the sealing ministry of the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit guarantees through His own signature the existence of our own portfolio of invisible assets and the availability of divine power, Eph 1:13-14, 4:30.


7.  The sovereign distribution of spiritual gifts to every believer at salvation is a ministry of the Holy Spirit, which is for the function of royalty, 1 Cor 12:11.

Of the various works of the Holy Spirit related to the salvation of the believer, the work of baptism is most difficult to present. While in its nature it is far more simple than the work of efficacious grace, it has been given such divergent interpretation that its essential character is widely misunderstood.  

The principal cause of disagreement is found in the common failure to apprehend the distinctive nature of the Church. Many theologians regard the Church as a universal group of saints of all ages, some extending even these boundaries to include in the conception all who outwardly belong to it, even if not saved. If this concept of the nature of the Church is held, the baptism of the Holy Spirit has no relation to it. As this ministry is not found in the Old Testament and is not included in any prophecies regarding the millennium, it is peculiarly the work of the Holy Spirit for the present age, beginning with Pentecost and ending at the resurrection of the righteous when the living Church is raptured. If, however, the Church be defined as the saints of this age only, the work of the Holy Spirit in baptizing all true believers into the body of Christ takes on a new meaning. It becomes the distinguishing mark of the saints of the present age, the secret of the peculiar intimacy and relationship of Christians to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is, therefore, essential to a proper doctrine of the baptism of the Holy Spirit that it be recognized as the distinguishing characteristic of the Church, the body of Christ.

Other sources of confusion in this doctrine are manifold. Baptism is improperly linked with other ministries of the Spirit such as the indwelling of the Spirit or regeneration.  A serious departure from the truth is found in the attempt by some of the holiness movements to link the baptism of the Spirit with certain temporary spiritual gifts and their exercise. The special acts of revelation which occurred in the early Church, and the phenomenon of speaking in tongues are not to be confused with the baptism of the Holy Spirit. While these special ministrations of the Spirit occurred only to the saved, they are not to be expected as the usual signs accompanying baptism of the Holy Spirit. Particularly objectionable is the teaching that baptism is a work of the Spirit subsequent to salvation and involving special sanctification.

In all, there are eleven specific references to spiritual baptism in the New Testament (Matt 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33; Acts 1:5; 11:16; Rom 6:1–4; 1 Cor 12:13; Gal 3:27 “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.”; Eph 4:5; Col 2:12). All references prior to Pentecost are prophetic. All the references after Pentecost treat the baptism of the Holy Spirit as an existing reality. The major passage, which may be taken as the basis of interpretation of the other passages, is 1 Corinthians 12:13.

1. Baptism of the Holy Spirit Universal among Christians.

One of the prevailing misconceptions of the baptism of the Holy Spirit is the notion that it is a special ministration enjoyed by only a few Christians. On the contrary, the Scriptures make it plain that every Christian is baptized by the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation. Salvation and baptism are therefore coextensive, and it is impossible to be saved without this work of the Holy Spirit.  “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.” 1 Corinthians 12:13.

 2. Baptism into the Body of Christ.

One of the important results of the baptism of the Holy Spirit is the union which is effected of believers in the body of Christ. According to 1 Corinthians 12:13, baptism of believers is “into one body.” Using the figure of the human body as representing the Church, individual believers are revealed to be joined to this living Church by the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Baptism is, then, the work of the Holy Spirit forming and adding to the living unity of the Church.

Frequent reference is made in the Scriptures to the Church as the body of Christ. Its formation and increase is often mentioned (Acts 2:47; 1 Cor 6:15; 12:12–14; Eph 2:16; 4:4, 5, 16; 5:30–32; Col 1:24; 2:19). Christ is revealed as Head of His body (1 Cor 11:3; Eph 1:22, 23; 5:23, 24; Col 1:18). The work of Christ nurturing His body is mentioned in at least three passages (Eph 5:29; Phil 4:13; Col 2:19).  The work of baptism assures the unity of the various members of the body. Without regard as to race or culture, all true believers are united in a living union in the body of Christ.  The union effected, however, is not one in which individuals are lost in the mass. It is rather a sovereign assignment of God, in which every believer is given his distinct place in the body of Christ.  

3. Baptism into Christ.

Intimately connected with the fact that baptism by the Spirit brings the believer into the body of Christ is the inseparable truth that baptism also places the believer in Christ Himself. This truth was anticipated by Christ when He pronounced the words, “At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you” (John 14:20). The “ye in me” relationship was accomplished through the baptism of the Spirit. The importance of this position and the extent of its implications can hardly be overemphasized. Before salvation, the individual was in Adam, partaking of Adam’s nature, sin, and destiny. In salvation, the believer is removed from his position in Adam, and he is placed in Christ. All the details of his salvation spring from this new position. His justification, sanctification, deliverance, access to God, inheritance, and glorification are actual and possible because of the believer’s position in Christ. Failure to recognize the importance and significance of this doctrine has issued in many false teachings and has denied to many Christians the joy of their salvation.

 Baptism into Christ is not identification alone; it is also a union of life. Through regeneration the believer partakes of eternal life. He is united to Christ not alone by divine reckoning, but also in the reality of common life. It is the living unity of the Head and the body, sharing one vital and eternal life. From this reality spring many wonderful truths. It is the foundation of fellowship, fruit-bearing, strength for victory, and direction by the Head of the body. The two aspects of baptism into Christ are inseparable and blend into one entity. Christ becomes the sphere in which the believer lives.  To be within a sphere is to partake of all that it is and all that it imparts. Thus the bird is in the air, and the air is in the bird; the fish is in the water and the water is in the fish; the iron is in the fire and the fire is in the iron.  The believer is in Christ, and Christ is in the believer. Through the baptism with the Spirit, the Christian has become as much an organic part of Christ as the branch is a part of the vine, or the member is a part of the body. Being thus conjoined to Christ, the Father sees the saved one only in Christ, or as a living part of His own Son, and loves him as He loves His Son (Eph 1:6; John 17:23).” 

4. Baptism of the Holy Spirit Only in This Dispensation.

Theologians generally have failed to realize the importance of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. This springs from many causes. The distinctive purpose of God for the Church is often not given its proper place. The contrasting spheres of law, grace, and kingdom are often confused. The work of the Holy Spirit in baptism, if properly understood, would do much to correct these errors. It is the one work of the Holy Spirit which is found only in the present dispensation. Other ministries are duplicated in either past or future ages. The work of baptism is, therefore, of great significance. By the act of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the present age began at the day of Pentecost. By an act of the Holy Spirit, some future day the Church will receive its last addition, and Christ will come to receive her to Himself.  

The work of baptism wrought in any individual is accomplished once and for all, however, and it is never repeated, involves no subsequent process in itself, and is never improved. The position and union effected are perfect from the moment of baptism. Throughout the present age, everyone who turns to Christ in faith is baptized by the Holy Spirit. No reference to this is ever found in the Old Testament. In the Gospels all references are prophetic. Again, in all prophecies of the future kingdom there is no reference to baptism by the Spirit. It may be concluded that it is, therefore, a work of the Holy Spirit found only in the present dispensation, a work peculiar to the Church, and constituting the work of the Spirit by which the Church is formed and joined to Christ forever.

5. Baptism is Not Experimental.

A careful study of the varied ministries of the Holy Spirit will reveal that only the work of the Holy Spirit in filling is experimental. The work of the Holy Spirit in regeneration, indwelling, sealing, and baptism, is not experimental in itself. As no one ever experienced a process in regeneration, so no one ever experienced a process in the baptism of the Spirit. A number of considerations point to this conclusion.

 The very nature of the baptism of the Holy Spirit forbids that it be experimental. As an act of God, it is clearly instantaneous. There is no period of transition. The believer is brought from his position in Adam to his position in Christ instantly. In the nature of any instantaneous act, there can be no experience of process. Whatever may have been felt after the baptism of the Holy Spirit was complete, the act itself did not produce any experimental phenomena.

If the baptism of the Holy Spirit is properly seen in its character as an instantaneous act of God, it removes the doctrine from all its erroneous expositors who anticipate an unusual or phenomenal experience in connection with it. It becomes instead a sovereign act of God in which the soul is taken to Himself.

6. The Baptism of Fire.

The four Gospels bear the record of the testimony of John the Baptist to the coming baptism by the Holy Spirit (Matt 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33). The testimony of the Synoptic Gospels forms a part of the message of John the Baptist in predicting the coming of Christ. The instance in John bears the additional revelation that Christ would be identified by the descent of the Spirit upon Him. All of the accounts give to Christ the special character of One who baptizes with the Holy Spirit, and all the accounts are prophetic in their nature.

A revelation of special interest is the statement in two of the Gospels that Christ would baptize with the Holy Spirit “and with fire” (Matt 3:11; Luke 3:16).   While the Church age is introduced by the baptism of the Spirit, the kingdom age is to be introduced with a baptism of fire. No reference to baptism by fire is ever found in the epistles, and the use of fire typically is in reference to future judgment in most instances. While the passages on baptism by fire are not explained definitely in the Word of God, it is safe to conclude that there is no present application of baptism by fire, and that reference is made to the future judgment of the world by Christ Himself at His second coming.

7. The Abiding Results of Baptism by the Holy Spirit.

An examination of the nature of the baptism of the Holy Spirit reveals a number of abiding results which may be numbered among the blessed facts of the Christian’s salvation.  

a. A New Union.

The baptism of the Holy Spirit has the permanent result of a new union. The Christian baptized by the Spirit is joined to the body of Christ, a living member sharing its common life. This fact is the ground of all the truth which unites Christians forever. The Christian is not only joined to the body of Christ, but he is joined to Christ Himself in a union of eternal life. The nature of the union is a sound argument for the eternal security of the saint. The baptism of the Spirit, being wholly an act of God, can never be nullified.

b. A New Position.

In virtue of the new union effected by the baptism of the Spirit, the Christian is in a new position. This new position embodies most of the wonderful realities of his salvation. Instead of being a child of the world,  the Christian is in a new position in the body of Christ as a Chile of God.  The Christian is given every needed gift and provided with every needed enablement to accomplish the purpose of God for his place in the body of Christ. The Christian is also in a new position in Christ. In contrast to his former position in Adam, the Christian is placed in Christ, involving all the standing which this entails, the right to a new inheritance, a new nearness and access to God, and making possible a fullness of ministry of the Holy Spirit in this age which had never been possible before. The new position of the Christian is a challenge and incentive to godly living and the ground of victory over sin.

c. A New Association.

Because of the new union and new position of the Christian, through the baptism of the Spirit, he is brought into many new associations. His association with the Trinity is infinitely wonderful, to be realized in full in future ages, but forming an important aspect of his present experience if filled with the Spirit. The Christian’s former association with the world is altered, and by grace the Christian may be delivered from the power of the world-system, though remaining in the world and being subject to its government. In this new association, the Christian is the object of attack by Satan in the special sense in which Satan is attacking God Himself and all that belongs to God. The Christian needs the delivering power of God as he faces this new enemy. The Scriptures trace many other aspects of the believer’s association. His relation to the organized church is stated. The relation of parents and children, husbands and wives, masters and servants, and other similar relationships are noted in Scripture. The particular duties of a Christian as living with other Christians are often mentioned, including the Christian’s relation to his sinning brother, to brothers weak in faith or practice, and to brothers who give rebuke or correction. Because of the new association of the Christian baptized by the Spirit, a new standard of conduct based on his position in grace is called for, in keeping with the rich provision of God. In brief, every aspect of the Chriatian’s life is changed because of the baptism of the Spirit. The importance of this doctrine, then, to the Christian and to the theologian cannot be overestimated.

IN REVIEW

 1.
At the moment of personal faith in Jesus Christ, God the Holy Spirit takes every new believer and enters him into union with Christ.

2.
We are in union with Christ forever and ever, and can never get out.

3.
1 Cor 12:13, “By means of one Spirit, we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks [Gentiles], slaves or free, and we were all made to drink into one Spirit.”
4.
Gal 3:26-27, “You are the sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  For all of you who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Gentile [no racial distinctions in Christ]; there is neither slave nor free [no social distinctions in Christ]; there is neither male nor female [no sexual discrimination], and we are all one in Christ.”

