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Introduction.

One of the distinctive features of the dispensation of grace in contrast to prior periods is the fact that the Holy Spirit indwells everyone who is regenerated. Only in the coming period of the kingdom on earth will there be such a display of divine blessing that everyone who is saved will be indwelt by the Holy Spirit. The doctrine of the indwelling Spirit is exceedingly important as the foundation of the many ministries of the Spirit to the saved in this age. The work of the Spirit in filling is made universally available to those yielded to God in virtue of the abiding presence of the Spirit in every heart. The fact of His presence is a rich doctrine in its wide significance.

Definition and Description.


1.  The Holy Spirit indwells the body of the Church Age believer at the moment of salvation, 1 Cor 6:19-20, 3:16.


2.  The indwelling of the Spirit is one of the seven permanent ministries of the Holy Spirit at salvation.  The purpose of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is to provide a temple in the body of every Church Age believer for the indwelling of Jesus Christ as the Shekinah Glory and the indwelling of God the Father.

1.  Efficacious grace 


2.  Regeneration  


3.  In the baptism of the Holy Spirit 


4.  In the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 


5.  The filling of the Spirit 


6.  In the sealing ministry of the Holy Spirit,  


7.  The sovereign distribution of spiritual gifts
Purpose of the Indwelling

1. Is the means of
    a. Quickening. Ro 8:11.  …………………., he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.

    b. Guiding. Joh 16:13; Ga 5:18.  But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.
    c. Fruit bearing. Ga 5:22. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,   23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

2. A proof of being Christ’s. Ro 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.; Also see (1Jo 4:13). 
3. A proof of adoption. Ro 8:15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father; Also see (Ga 4:5). 

4. Is abiding. 1Jo 2:27  But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.. 

5. Those who have not 
    a. Are sensual. Jude 1:19 These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.. 

    b. Are without Christ. Ro 8:9  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.. 

6. To opposed the carnal nature. Ga 5:17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

Indwelling of the Holy Spirit Universal among Christians.

On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came to make the Church His residence, indwelling every believer. A number of considerations point to the doctrine that every Christian is indwelt by the Holy Spirit.

a. Absence of the Holy Spirit Proof of Unsaved Condition.

One of the positive evidences for universal indwelling among Christians is the plain statement of Romans 8:9, “If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” Possession of the Spirit which has been sent by Christ Himself and given to every Christian is necessary in order to be saved and belong to Christ. Accordingly, the unsaved are described as “having not the Spirit” (Jude 19).

b. Sinning Christians Possess the Indwelling Spirit.

Never in the dispensation of grace are Christians warned that the loss of the Spirit will occur as a result of sin. On the contrary, they are exhorted to live a godly life and forsake sin because they are indwelt by the Spirit: “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?” (1 Cor 6:19). The inference is plain that the presence of the Spirit abides even in the hearts of Christians who are unyielded and living in sin. While yieldedness remains a condition for the filling of the Spirit, the indwelling of the Spirit is unconditional for genuine Christians.

c. The Holy Spirit a Gift.

The Holy Spirit is referred to in many instances as a gift” (John 7:37–39; Acts 11:17; Rom 5:5; 1 Cor 2:12; 2 Cor 5:5). A gift by its nature is bestowed without merit. The gift of the Holy Spirit is never referred to as a just reward; its only condition is that Christ be received as Savior. It follows, accordingly, that it is a universal gift among Christians.

Problem Passages.

The doctrine of the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit is comparatively simple in statement and in its principal content. The doctrine has been subject to much misapprehension, however, all of which yields to a careful study of every problem passage. A total of seven passages have been subject to serious misinterpretation (1 Sam 16:14; Ps 51:11; Luke 11:13; Acts 5:32; 8:14–20; 19:1–6; 1 John 2:20, 27).

a. Passages Dispensationally Misapplied.
The problem of three passages results from the false assumption that the work of the Holy Spirit is the same in every dispensation. The fact that the Holy Spirit departed from Saul proves only that this was possible in the Old Testament when the Holy Spirit did not indwell all the saints (1 Sam 16:14 But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD troubled him.). David’s prayer (Ps 51:11 Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.) that the Holy Spirit be not taken away from him was in view of the possibility that this might occur as a result of sin, as in the case of Saul. David’s prayer is not fitting for the Christian to whom every assurance has been given that the Spirit is an abiding gift. Christ introduced the possibility, apparently limited to His immediate followers during His life on earth, that the Holy Spirit would be given to those who ask for Him (Luke 11:13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?). We have no record that the disciples ever acted on this promise, and in contrast we have the promise of Christ that the Spirit would indwell them after His departure, inferring that they were not indwelt when He gave them the promise. We may conclude that the context of these three passages forbids application to the doctrine of the Spirit indwelling Christians in the present age.

b. Acts 5:32.
Three passages of Scriptures are sometimes interpreted to mean that the indwelling of the Spirit is an experience subsequent to new birth, and that therefore it is not a feature of every believer’s possessions (Acts 5:32; 8:14–20; 19:1–6). The first of these passages, Acts 5:32, states, “And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him.” The inference is sometimes made that obedience or yieldedness to the will of God is a condition of receiving the indwelling Holy Spirit. The context of this passage, however, makes it clear that the obedience required is not in reference to moral commands or to a standard of life, but rather to obedience to the command to believe in Christ. It resolves itself into another statement that God gives the Holy Spirit to them who believe in Christ.

c. Acts 8:14-20.
The problem of Acts 8:14–20 no doubt presents the most serious difficulty in the support of the doctrine of universal indwelling. According to the record, the believers who had been baptized by Philip had not received the Holy Spirit. The passage reveals that when Peter arrived, they received the Holy Spirit as he laid his hands upon them. From this it has been falsely inferred that receiving the Holy Spirit is a work subsequent to salvation and requiring the laying on of hands.

The problem has a solution in at least two particulars. First, while the delay of the normal indwelling of the Spirit until the arrival of Peter may be admitted, it is clear that this phenomenon was never repeated. The early chapters of Acts are admittedly transitional. The normal operations of God for this age are only gradually assumed. There was good reason why the extension of the Gospel should be closely identified with the apostles themselves, and for this reason they were given unusual powers, and much blessing hinged on their presence. The full-orbed ministry of the Spirit among the Gentiles begins in Acts 10, when the Holy Spirit indwells at the moment of faith in the Gospel. It is made plain to Peter that working of the Spirit from this time on was not conditioned upon any special act on his part, but only on faith in Christ. This solution to the problem fully supports the doctrine of the universal indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Two other solutions are possible, however. A second solution is found in the explanation that prior to Acts 10, the indwelling of the Spirit may have been limited to Gentiles ministered to by the apostles themselves, only Jews receiving the Spirit immediately. It is clear, at least, that each new extension of the Gospel was attended by the immediate agency of the apostles.  These two solutions provide a sufficient explanation of the passage. In any event, the phenomenon of a delayed indwelling of the Holy Spirit is never repeated, and to reason from this one event that this is normal for the entire Church age is unwarranted.

d. Acts 19:1-6.
The problem of Acts 19:1–6 yields to a careful study of the context and an accurate translation of the text. From the context we gather that the disciples at Ephesus were followers of John the Baptist and had not come into contact with the Gospel of grace. Upon their baptism and confession of faith in Christ, the Holy Spirit came on them. It is indicated that Paul “laid his hands upon them” (Acts 19:6), either in the act of baptism or otherwise, and the presence of the Holy Spirit was manifested in that they spake with tongues. It is apparent from the narrative that the Spirit both indwelt and filled these disciples, the indwelling being known by the manifestation which accompanied the filling. It cannot be inferred, therefore, from this passage that the Spirit comes to indwell as a work subsequent to salvation.

The translation of Acts 19:2, “Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?” should be translated, “Did ye receive the Holy Ghost when ye believed?” Instead of being in support of the supposed theory that only some Christians are indwelt, it is actually a refutation. In the fact that they had not received the Holy Spirit, Paul found proof of the lack of regeneration. The absence of the Holy Spirit indicated a lack of salvation. It may be concluded, therefore, that the events of this section of Scripture indicate no departure from the norm of the doctrine, that all Christians are indwelt at the moment of regeneration.

 Twenty-two years have now passed since the upper room experience and here in Acts 19:1-8. we find disciples of John the Baptist. They were not Christians, but saved Old Testament saints who lived in Ephesus, who had repented anticipating the coming of the Messiah and followed the message preached by John the Baptist. Probably they had heard John preach on a pilgrimage they had made to Jerusalem. They, however, had not heard about Jesus Christ, his life, death and resurrection. They were unaware of Jesus' coming and were still looking for the Messiah to come. Thus, they were still preaching the message of John the Baptist to all the Jews in Ephesus who would listen.   

So, the question begs to be asked, why did these men at Ephesus receive the gift of tongues? The answer is obvious.  It was a sign to prove to the Jews in the synagogue, who did not believe the message of John the Baptist, that since John, the Messiah had come.  These Jews were ignorant of Christ Jesus, of His death, burial and resurrection.  They were ignorant of the fact that Jesus Christ was in truth the Messiah. The gift of tongues was received by Johns’ followers after they believed, and was used as a sign to those who witnessed the event that Messiah had surely come. Note also that only about twelve men spoke in tongues and prophesied. Prophesied, simply means they spoke or gave witness to the Word of God. It does not mean they foretold future events

In this account, some Jews at Ephesus believed in the Messiah. However, even after Paul had taught there for three months in the Jewish synagogue, some Jews hardened their hearts and spoke evil of the Gospel. Paul then left the Jewish synagogue where he had been preaching and separated the believing disciples from these unbelieving Jews. They then began to meet daily at the school of Tyrannus which was a lecture hall. There, for two years, Paul discipled the Jews who accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior and the Church of Ephesus, the most doctrinally advanced church of that time, was born. The end result was that ". . . all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks." (Acts 19:10) They too fulfilled Christ's prediction that, "Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.: (Acts 1:8) Again the purpose of tongues was a sign to unbelievers and those that received the gift of tongues used it to witness of Christ. That is not the modern day use of tongues as will be discussed later.

e. The Anointing of the Holy Spirit.
A further problem is introduced by the passages that refer to the anointing of the Holy Spirit. Some have inferred from these passages that this is a separate work of the Spirit in contrast to indwelling. A careful study of the seven passages with reference to the anointing of the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:18; Acts 4:27; 10:38; 2 Cor 1:21; 1 John 2:20, 27) will reveal that every use of anoint in relation to the Spirit may be safely interpreted as the initial act of indwelling. The word anoint is used in the sense of apply, and is especially appropriate in view of the fact that oil is used as a type of the Spirit. The presence of the Spirit is the result of the anointing, and every reference to anointing by the Spirit is used in this sense.
In Review

The Indwelling of God the Father

1.  At the moment of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ, God the Father indwells every Church Age believer, Jn 14:23; Eph 4:6; 2 Jn 9.


2.  The indwelling of God the Father has a purpose. 



a.  It is related to the glorification of His protocol plan, Eph 1:3, 6, 12.



b.  It is a guarantee of His personal ministry to every believer:




(1)  As the author of our portfolio of invisible assets.




(2)  As grantor of our escrow blessings for time andeternity.




(3)  As the mastermind of the protocol plan.




(4)  As the designer of the divine dynasphere.

The Indwelling of God the Son

1.  At the moment of salvation, God the Son comes to indwell the body of every believer; this is unique to the Church Age, Jn 14:20, 17:22-23; Rom 8:10; 2 Cor 13:5; Gal 2:20; Col 1:27; 1 Jn 2:24.


2.  The purpose of the indwelling of Jesus Christ.



a.  It serves as a crest or an escutcheon for the royal family of God.



b.  As the Shekinah Glory, His residence in us guarantees our portfolio of invisible assets.



c.  As the depositary and escrow officer, Jesus Christ's indwelling is the guarantee of the irrevocability of our escrow blessings for time and eternity.



d.  It is a guarantee of eternal life for every believer, 1 Jn 5:11-13.



e.  It is the basis for assigning #1 priority to Bible doctrine under the principle of occupation with the person of Christ.

The Indwelling of God the Holy Spirit

1.  At the moment of salvation, the Holy Spirit indwells the body of the Church Age believer, Rom 8:11; 1 Cor 3:16, 6:19-20; 2 Cor 6:16.


2.  The Holy Spirit indwells the body of every believer for a purpose.



a.  To provide a temple for the indwelling of Jesus Christ as the Shekinah Glory.



b.  To provide a base of operations for the utilization of His omnipotence in the execution of the protocol plan of God inside the divine dynasphere.  Gate #1 of the divine dynasphere is the filling of the Spirit.

