PAGE  
1

2.
The Sealing Ministry of God the Holy Spirit.
2 Cor. 1:22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.

Eph 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,

Eph 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.

INTRODUCTION

What is the meaning of this sealing of the Spirit? It is known that various purposes are served by a seal. Sometimes it is used as a token of proprietorship, indicating that certain things belong to a particular person. Very frequently a seal is the official stamp which gives validity to a document or authenticates a statement. Then again, a seal may be used as a protective measure to safeguard property, as witness, for example, the sealing of the tomb wherein the dead body of Christ has been laid (Matt 27:66). While all of these ideas are true with regard to the seal of the Spirit, it would seem from the context that the thought of possession predominates, for Ephesians 1:14 reads, “Which is an earnest of our inheritance, unto the redemption of God’s own possession, unto the praise of his glory.” 

In this connection one writer quotes Bickersteth as saying: “The allusion to the seal as a pledge of purchase would be peculiarly intelligible to the Ephesians, for Ephesus was a maritime city, and an exclusive trade in timber was carried on there by the shipmasters of the neighboring ports. The method of purchase was this: The merchant, after selecting his timber, stamped it with his own signet, which was an acknowledged sign of ownership. He often did not carry off his possession at the time; it was left in the harbor with the other floats of timber; but it was chosen, bought and stamped; and in due time the merchant sent a trusty agent with the signet, who, finding that timber which bore a corresponding impress, claimed and brought it away for the master’s use. Thus the Holy Spirit impresses on the soul now the image of Jesus Christ; and this is the sure pledge of the everlasting inheritance.”

As the purchased possession of God, the believer is thus a marked man. The seal of the Holy Spirit identifies the believer as the particular property of the Father, and it is important to note that the sealing is “unto the day of redemption” (Eph 4:30).   The seal of the Spirit is the saint’s security.

DEFINITION

Three passages of Scripture indicate a work of the Holy Spirit revealed under the symbol of “sealing” (2 Cor 1:22; Eph 1:13; 4:30). The context of these passages reveals that the sealing is by the Holy Spirit.  All the passages make clear that the act of sealing is accomplished entirely by God. It is never given in the form of an exhortation, nor pictured as a goal to which Christians should strive. Rather it is a gracious act by God for those whom He saved.

The sealing of the Holy Spirit is one of many works God performs on behalf of the believer to secure his salvation (cf. 2 Cor. 1:22; Eph. 1:13; 4:30). Second Corinthians 1:22 says God “sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.” In Old Testament times a seal was used in various ways: 
1. a seal authenticated a document (e.g., a marriage contract); 
2. it authenticated a transfer of power from one ruler to another; 
3. it served as a lock to secure something, more by the authority it signified than by its intrinsic strength; 
4. it was used to verify a document such as a bill of divorce.﻿ 
5. The Holy Spirit is given to the person who believes in Christ as a seal, identifying the believer as belonging to God.

EXPLANATION

The principal idea of sealing is that of ownership. The believer is sealed with the Spirit to identify the believer as belonging to God. Branding cattle would be a parallel; the rancher puts his brand on the steer as a sign that the steer belongs to him. God has put His seal, the Holy Spirit, within the believer to verify that the believer belongs to Him. Second Corinthians 1:22 indicates that the Holy Spirit Himself is the seal. The phrase “gave us the Spirit” explains the sealing, which is done to a believer; it is not something the believer does himself.﻿  Moreover, the sealing is permanent—with a view to the believer’s ultimate glorification (Eph. 4:30). Hence, the sealing not only emphasizes ownership but also security. The Holy Spirit verifies that the believer permanently belongs to God. The emphasis of all three of these passages is also that all believers are sealed. Despite their carnality, all the Corinthian Christians were sealed (2 Cor. 1:22); even those who were capable of grieving the Spirit were nonetheless sealed (Eph. 4:30). Furthermore, because there is no command to be sealed further indicates that all believers are sealed at the moment of conversion.

1.
The Holy Spirit gave a signature guarantee at the very moment you believed in Jesus Christ.  Sealing is the signature guarantee of God the Holy Spirit.  He guarantees four things: His ministry in common and efficacious grace, eternal salvation, eternal security, your portfolio of invisible assets.

2.
Since the sealing ministry of the Holy Spirit is a guarantee of other things, it is considered a separate ministry from efficacious grace. 

3.
It is documented in Eph 1:13, “In whom also, when you heard the message of truth, the Gospel of your salvation [common grace]; in whom also, when you believed [efficacious grace], you were sealed by means of the Holy Spirit.”  Eph 4:30; 2 Cor 1:22, “Who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our right lobes as the guarantee.”
1. The Holy Spirit is the Seal.
According to Ephesians 1:13 and 4:30, the believer is sealed by or in the Holy Spirit. No subsequent ministry is traced to this operation. From 2 Corinthians 1:22, it may be inferred that the seal is none other than the Holy Spirit Himself. God in mercy has provided in the presence of the Spirit a seal of greater significance than could be found in anyone or anything else. The figure is that of a finished transaction. That which assures the fulfillment of the contemplated objective is the seal, typical of ownership, authority or control, and responsibility. The seal is provided as the token of what will be brought to its conclusion at the day of redemption.

2. Sealing of the Holy Spirit Universal among Christians.
The ministry of the Holy Spirit in constituting the seal of redemption has been represented to be a work of grace subsequent to salvation, and therefore to be coveted and sought. However, this is not the case, the Corinthians, in spite of their many failings, are said to be sealed (2 Cor 1:22). The possibility of only some possessing this blessing is contradicted.

Much of the misrepresentation of this doctrine has arisen from the faulty translation in the Authorized Version in Ephesians 1:13, where it is stated, “After that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.” A proper translation would be, “When ye believed, ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.” The phrase “when ye believed” is not significant of time but of cause. The sealing was immediate upon believing. It was “after that” only in the sense of cause and result.

The third passage, found in Ephesians 4:30, constitutes a reasonable proof that the sealing of the Spirit is universal among Christians. In this passage we are exhorted, “Grieve not the holy Spirit of God,” because we are sealed by Him unto the day of redemption. It is assumed that all are sealed, and because of this, all are exhorted not to grieve the Spirit. If the sealing of the Spirit was a reality only for the spiritual, it would not be necessary to exhort such to cease grieving the Spirit. Every reference to sealing, however, contemplates it as a finished act, dependent only upon saving faith. Every Christian, accordingly, can receive by faith the fact of the indwelling Spirit as God’s seal, setting him apart to eternal redemption.

3. The Sealing of the Spirit Not Experimental.

From the fact that all Christians are sealed by the Spirit, it is apparent that sealing is not an experience either at the moment of salvation or later. It occurs once and for all, as demonstrated by the fact that all who are sealed are sealed unto the day of redemption (Eph 4:30). The Christian therefore needs no unusual experience to confirm the sealing of the Spirit, nor should the Christian pray for the sealing of the Spirit. It is a great truth to be accepted by faith as a token of the unfailing purpose of God in salvation.

4. The Significance of the Sealing of the Holy Spirit.
The point of greatest significance in the sealing of the Holy Spirit is the eternal security of the believer. It is plainly stated that the seal is placed on the Christian with a view to keeping him safe unto the day of redemption-the time of complete deliverance from all sin. The matter is not left in human hands, but is dependent entirely on the power of God. The nature of the seal forbids any possibility of counterfeit or disallowing of the token. The Person of the Holy Spirit, possessing all the attributes of God, by His presence is a token of God’s abiding grace which could not be excelled. As God has promised that His Spirit will abide in the believer, so the Spirit Himself as the seal of our salvation brings all assurance to the believer’s heart.

