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3.
An Eternal Inheritance.

1 Peter 1:1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,

 2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood  of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

 4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,

 5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

 6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:

 7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:

 8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:

 9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.

 10 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:

 11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.

 12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.

 13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

At the moment we believe in Christ, we receive an inheritance which is eternal.  We become the heirs of God.  We can’t earn or deserve it.  

2.
Eph 1:14, “Who is the guarantee of our inheritance for the release of your assets for the praise of His glory.”  Eph 1:18; 
3.   Rom 8:17; 17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.

4.  Gal 3: 29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.,

5.  Gal 4: 6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

       7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 

6.  Eph 3: 6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:; 
7.
Heb 9:15, “And for this reason, He is the mediator of a new covenant, in order that since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions [committed under the first covenant], those who have been called [divine invitation] may receive the promise of eternal inheritance.”

Inheritance

Inheritance means legacy or bequest and it plays an unusually significant role in the Scriptures when it is used to convey theological truths. As we might expect, however, these theological applications reflect legal customs in force during OT and NT times.

Legal and Historical (Privileges of the Firstborn)

The Patriarchs. 

We learn something of early 2nd-millennium b.c. practices from the patriarchal stories in Genesis. For example, the narrative indicates that the firstborn could normally expect to receive the birthright, yet exceptions abound. Ishmael (Gn 17:15–21), Esau (25:23), and Reuben (49:3, 4) did not receive the birthright. Another item of special interest is Abraham’s suggestion that, in the absence of a son, his servant Eliezer might be regarded as the heir (15:2–5); scholars have found confirmation of this practice in Hurrian legal documents of the 2nd millennium.

The Hebrew Nation. 

In Deuteronomy 21:15–17, Hebrew firstborns were legally entitled to a double portion of the inheritance. 

17 But he shall acknowledge the son of the hated for the firstborn, by giving him a double portion of all that he hath: for he is the beginning of his strength; the right of the firstborn is his. 

 Also, in Numbers 27:1–11, the daughters of Zelophehad argued that they should receive the inheritance since their father had died without sons.  Consequently, God decreed that if a man died without sons, the inheritance should be transferred to his daughter; if he had no daughter, to his brothers; if he had no brothers, to his nearest relatives. This particular incident also illustrates the importance of preserving tribal possessions: the daughters of Zelophehad were not allowed to marry outside the tribe of Manasseh, for this would mean transferal of the property to another tribe (Nm 36).   How highly the Israelites valued their family’s inherited possessions may be gathered from Leviticus 25:25–28. If an individual sold his land for financial reasons, provision must be made for a relative to redeem it; if he had no near relative, he could still purchase it back at a later time, and even if he could not afford to do so, the land automatically reverted to him in the year of jubilee, when all debts were canceled (note also Lv 27:14–25).

The New Testament  (Church of the Firstborn)
In another significant passage (Gal 4:1, 2) Paul, seeking to illustrate a theological point, refers to secular practices. An heir, he tells us, is subject to guardians and managers during his childhood, up to the time of his father’s disposition. The point Paul wants to establish is clear enough, but the illustration does not comport with Roman law and unfortunately scholars have been unable to identify the precise social custom in view. It may be that Paul is making reference, in general rather than strict legal terms, to some practice with which he and the Galatians were familiar.

Col. 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

Heb. 12:23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,

Theological Signifance

Canaan as Israel’s Inheritance. 

The conviction that God gave Palestine to the Israelites for their inheritance serves as a bridge between the historical and the theological data. The historical element lies in the obvious fact that the Promised Land, a physical entity, was certainly occupied by the Hebrews and distributed among their tribes. Theologically, however, the Scriptures speak of this occupation as a divine gift; in effect, even the method of distribution was based on the concept that the land belongs to God (Lv 25:23; see Ex 15:17; Jos 22:27; Ez 38:16; Jl 1:6).

The theme goes back to Genesis 12:1–3. God, in choosing Abraham, instructed him to move to a new country and promised to make him a great and blessed nation (Heb 11:8). The significance of the land in this Abrahamic promise is made more explicit later, when we are told that God covenanted to give Canaan to Abraham’s descendants after four centuries of Egyptian bondage (Gn 15:12–21; see Acts 7:5).

Since Canaan was occupied by wicked inhabitants, the land was to be taken by force; to inherit the land therefore really means to take possession of it; Israel must trust God, whose land it is, to give them the victory (Jos 1:1–9; 21:43–45; Jgs 7:2; Ps 44:1–3; Acts 13:19). Once they conquered the land, it was apportioned among the tribes according to their size (following the instructions in Nm 26:52–54). God further commanded the people to divide the land by lot (vv 55, 56). Thus from the initial promise to Abraham to the actual apportionment of the land and even with reference to the future (Is 60:21; Ez 45:1–8; 47:13–48:29) the people were made fully aware that their inheritance lay in the hands of a sovereign Lord.

The Believer’s Inheritance
(Eph. 1:14) The Holy Spirit is described as “the earnest of our inheritance.”   Vincent defines The word “earnest” as “caution-money deposited by a purchaser in pledge of full payment.” The papyri give us the following examples: “a woman who was selling a cow received 1000 drachmae as earnest money; regarding Lampon the mouse-catcher, I paid him for you as earnest money 8 drachmae in order that he may catch the mice while they are with young” (M. and M.). They say: “The above vernacular usage amply confirms the n.t., sense of at ‘earnest’ or a part given in advance of what will be bestowed fully afterwards.”  The bestowal of the Holy Spirit is God’s part payment in the salvation He gives the believing sinner, that part payment guaranteeing the full delivery of all parts of the salvation given. Salvation is in three parts; 1.justification, the removal of the guilt and penalty of sin and the bestowal of a positive righteousness, Jesus Christ, is given at the moment the sinner puts his faith in the Lord Jesus as Saviour; 2. sanctification, a progressive work of the Spirit in the life of the believer, is a present possession in which He eliminates sin from the experience of the believer and produces His own fruit; 3. glorification, the act of God transforming the present bodies of believers into perfect, sinless, deathless bodies. The believer has the first two now. The Holy Spirit, indwelling the believer, is God’s earnest money, guaranteeing to him the future glorification of his body.

The Holy Spirit is this guarantee until “the redemption of the purchased possession.” The words “purchased possession” are peripoiēsis (περιποιησις), which “expresses the general idea of preserving, acquiring, gaining for one’s self, without specific reference to a price” (Expositors). It refers to the saints as God’s heritage which He preserves for Himself. The final redemption of this possession is glorification, when the physical body will be the recipient of the work of salvation. The soul and spirit are now the recipients of God’s saving grace. The body will experience that work at the Rapture when the first resurrection takes place. This will result to the praise of God’s glory.

 (14) A expanded translation might read this way “who is the earnest of our inheritance guaranteeing the full payment of all to the redemption of the possession which is being preserved, with a view to the praise of His glory.”

We also read in Jewish literature statements about inheriting the age to come, the kingdom, eternal life; these ideas occur frequently in the NT (Mt 19:29; 25:34; Lk 10:25; 18:18; 1 Cor 6:9, 10; 15:50; Gal 5:21; Eph 5:5; Ti 3:7; Jas 2:5; 1 Pt 3:7–9). Such an inheritance, however, belongs only to those who are sanctified by God’s Word (Acts 20:32; 26:18; Col 1:12; note also Jn 17:17; Col 3:23, 24). These future blessings do not exclude the physical (Mt 5:5; note Ps 37:11, 29; Is 60:21; Rom 4:13; 2 Pt 3:13), but they certainly exclude human frailty, for God’s inheritance is imperishable (1 Cor 15:50; 1 Pt 1:4). In short, our heritage is nothing less than full salvation (Heb 1:14; 11:7), which God carefully guards for us in heaven (1 Pt 1:4).
Doubtless, the most significant feature in the NT is its emphasis that as a result of the work of Christ, his people begin even now to receive the promised inheritance. The Gospel of John frequently stresses the present reality of eternal life, as does the Letter to the Hebrews (cf. 6:12–17 with 9:15 and 11:13, 39, 40).  Paul treats this whole question thoroughly in Galatians 3:7–4:7. In response to the Judaizers, who claim that the Abrahamic inheritance is restricted to those who become Jews through circumcision, Paul argues vigorously that Abraham’s true children are those who believe, whether Jew or Gentile (3:7; see Acts 26:16–18; Eph 3:6). They become heirs of God’s promise for they receive the Spirit (Gal 3:14). The principle of inheritance is promise, not the Law (v 18). Those who believe are brought into union with Christ (vv 27–29); but then they are not merely Abraham’s children but God’s (v 26), for Christ is the Son of God and God has determined to send the Spirit of his Son to believers so that they too may call God Father (4:4–7; v 2 emphasizes the sovereign disposition of the Father; see also Rom 8:15, 16).

Indeed, Christ himself as the Son is the true heir (Mt 21:38; Mk 12:7; Lk 20:14); he has inherited a name above every name (Phil 2:9; Heb 1:4) and has been appointed heir of all things (Heb 1:2; see Ps 2:7, 8; Mt 28:18). But by his grace all who become his through faith are counted joint heirs with him (Rom 8:17)  “And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.”
God’s Inheritance 

With a bold shift in the metaphor, the Scriptures speak of believers as God’s inheritance. In the beautiful “Song of Moses” the author speaks of God as the Israelites’ Father (Dt 32:6), who has taken special interest in their inheritance (v 8). Then we are told why God cares: “For the Lord’s portion is his people, Jacob his allotted inheritance” (v 9 niv). This theme becomes very prominent throughout the OT (e.g., Dt 9:26–29; 1 Kgs 8:51, 53; Pss 28:9; 33:12; 74:2; Is 19:25; Jer 10:16; Zec 2:12). Elsewhere Israel is spoken of as God’s special possession (e.g., Ex 19:5; Dt 7:6).

In Ephesians 1:14 “the redemption of the possession” refers to the final salvation of believers, who are God’s treasure. Further, “we have obtained an inheritance” (v 11) may well be translated, “we have been made an inheritance,” that is, been “chosen as God’s portion,” a view supported by verse 18.  

