PAGE  
1

5.
Eternal Life
1 John 5:1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.

2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments.

3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.

4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.

5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?

6 This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.
7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.

8 And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one.

9 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son.

10 He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son.

11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.

13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.

1.
If you’re going to live with God forever, you must have the life of God, which is eternal life.  At the moment of faith in Jesus Christ, God the Father imputes eternal life to our human spirit.

2.
This is documented in Jn 3:15-16, 3:36, 10:28, 6:47; 1 Jn 5:11-13.

3.
Eternal life is imputed to us forever.  We don’t earn or deserve it.  The unbeliever has soul life, which is everlasting life, in the lake of fire forever.  But spirit life is eternal.  Eternal life is living in the presence of God forever.  Everlasting life is living in the lake of fire forever.
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﻿1 John 5:11–13﻿

11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.

13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.

With this paragraph the letter proper comes to an end. What follows is in the nature of a postscript. The end is a statement that the essence of the Christian life is eternal life.

The word for eternal is aionios. It means far more than simply lasting for ever. A life which lasted for ever might well be a curse and not a blessing, an intolerable burden and not a shinning gift. There is only one person to whom aionios may properly be applied and that is God. In the real sense of the term it is God alone who possesses and inhabits eternity and only He has a life that had no beginning and has no end. Eternal life is, therefore, nothing other than the life of God himself. What we are promised is that here and now there can be given us a share in the very life of God.

In God there is peace and, therefore, eternal life means serenity. It means a life liberated from the fears which haunt the human situation. In God there is power and, therefore, eternal life means the defeat of frustration. It means a life filled with the power of God and, therefore, victorious over circumstance. In God there is holiness and, therefore, eternal life means the defeat of sin. It means a life clad with the purity of God and armed against the soiling infections of the world. In God there is love and, therefore, eternal life means the end of bitterness and hatred. It means a life which has the love of God in its heart and the undefeatable love of man in all its feelings and in all its action. In God there is life and, therefore, eternal life means the defeat of death. It means a life which is indestructible because it has in it the indestructibility of God himself.

It is John’s conviction that such a life comes through Jesus Christ and in no other way. Why should that be? If eternal life is the life of God, it means that we can possess that life only when we know God and are enabled to approach him and rest in him. We can do these two things only in Jesus Christ. The Son alone fully knows the Father and, therefore, only he can fully reveal to us what God is like. As John had it in his gospel: “﻿No one has ever seen God; the only Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has made him known﻿” (﻿John 1:18﻿). And Jesus Christ alone can bring us to God. It is in him that there is open to us the new and living way into the presence of God (﻿Hebrews 10:19–23﻿). We may take a simple analogy.  

Eternal life belongs only to the believer.


1.  The three categories of eternal life do not apply to the unbeliever, who is described by Jn 3:18. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.


2.  Eternal life belongs only to the believer who is never without a body.  You always have a body with your eternal life.


3.  Eternal life is a technical phrase related to the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.


4. Eternal life is the life possessed by each member of the Trinity.  With them it had no beginning.  It has a beginning for us, but no end.   



a.  Eternal life begins the moment we believe in Christ.



b.  Eternal life continues in our mortal bodies as we live the spiritual life of the Church Age.  Eternal life continues at the point ofphysical death.



c.  We have a life of immortality at the Rapture of the Church.  We have eternal life in an immortal body.



d.  Once you break into eternal life, you have eternal life forever, and you can never lose your eternal life.


5.  1 Tim 6:12, "Fight the good fight of doctrine.  Take an interest in eternal life to which you were called and you made a good witness in the presence of many witnesses."  When you believe in Jesus Christ in the state of mortality, you are called into the state of immortality, a calling which will take place at the resurrection.  Fighting the good fight of faith is that fantastic witness we have by the execution of unique spiritual life of the Church Age.


6.  Jude 21, "Guard yourselves by means of love for God, as you wait for the lovingkindness of our Lord Jesus Christ with reference to eternal life."


7.  The mortality of the unbeliever is spiritual death, and the immortality of the unbeliever is called the second death, Rev 20:12-14.


8.  He who believes in the Son has eternal life, but he who does not believe shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.

    
9.  2 Cor 5:6-8, "Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in this body we are absent from the Lord; for we walk by faith, not by sight.  We are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home face-to-face with the Lord."

