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6.
The Imputed Righteousness of God.

Romans 3:19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.

20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets;

22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:

23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;

26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.
27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.

29 Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also:

30 Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith.

31 Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law.

God is Justified in Bestowing Righteousness.

Theological works are manifestly lacking in their treatment of this vital truth. They discuss at great length, and rightly so, the subject of forgiveness of sin; but they have neglected to set forth with equal emphasis the important truth that God has a positive merit to bestow upon “him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly” (Rom 4:5). When we consider these two truths in their proper relationship, it will be seen at once that imputed righteousness holds an even greater prospect for the child of God.  There is conscious joy in the knowledge of sins forgiven, but, oh, what peace of heart comes to the one who realizes that he is assured eternally of a perfect standing before God! What our Lord Jesus Christ is, we are. Now the vilest sinner is made as pure as God’s own Son. He is acceptable to God, even the infinitely holy God, since he has been made “accepted in the Beloved.” The question naturally arises, What has enabled God to deal thus with the believing sinner? Upon what ground is He justified in dealing in this manner? The whole process of divine dealing is based upon the union of the believing sinner with Christ through faith. It is only upon this ground that God can impute His righteousness. When we understand this essential relationship, we are prepared to examine the efficacious provision which made such a union possible. That provision, which was the vicarious sacrifice of Christ, in which He met every claim of divine law and justice against the sinner. Now God has been provided with a free hand to be just with respect to Himself and His Son, and at the same time to be the Justifier of the one who believes in Christ.
Acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

As a position before God, none could be more elevated or consummating than that a believer should be “made accepted in the beloved” (Eph 1:6) and “acceptable to God by Jesus Christ” (1 Pet 2:5). Such an estate is closely akin to that already mentioned wherein there is no condemnation, and to that, yet to be considered, of justification; but this aspect of truth not only announces the marvelous fact that the Christian is accepted, but grounds that acceptance on the position which he holds in Christ. As definitely as any member that might be joined to a human body would partake of all that the person is to whom it is joined—in honor and position—so perfectly and rightfully a member joined to Christ by the baptism of the Spirit partakes of all that Christ is. In respect to this union with Christ and that which it provides, wonderful declarations are made:

Made Righteous

Righteousness is imputed to the believer on the sole condition that he has believed on Christ as his Savior. Two major realities which constitute a Christian are: 

Imparted eternal life (John 20:31)  

Imputed righteousness (2 Cor 5:21). 

Of the two great salvation books in the New Testament, John’s Gospel stresses the gift of eternal life, and the Epistle to the Romans stresses imputed righteousness. 

Eternal life is defined as “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col 1:27) 

Imputed righteousness is based on the truth that the believer is in Christ. 

These two supreme truths are compressed by Christ into seven brief and simple words, when He said: “ye in me, and I in you” (John 14:20). Whether it be the reception of eternal life or of imputed righteousness, but one condition is imposed on the human side, namely, to believe on Christ as Savior (John 3:16; Rom 3:22).   The believer is “acceptable to God,” even the infinitely holy God, since he has been made accepted in the Beloved; and this constitutes a transforming feature of the riches of divine grace.
Perfected Forever

This consummating phrase appears in Hebrews 10:14 “For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” and applies equally to every believer. It, too, relates to the Christian’s standing and position in Christ. Such a union with Christ secures the perfection of the Son of God for the child of God through the imputation of His righteousness to His brehtern.
 Made Accepted in the Beloved

The student would do well to observe the force of the word made as it appears in a considerable number of passages, where it indicates that the thing accomplished is not wrought by the believer for himself, but is the work of God for him. If he is made something which he was not before, it is evidently the work of another in his behalf. In this instance, the believer is said to be made accepted. He is accepted on the part of God who, because of His infinite holiness, could accept no one less perfect than Himself. All of this is provided for on the basis of the truth that the believer is made accepted “in the beloved” (Eph 1:6). Without the slightest strain upon His holiness, God accepts those who are in union with His Son; and this glorious fact, that the one who is saved is accepted, constitutes a measureless feature of divine grace.

 Made Meet

Here, again, the word made with all its significance appears, but with respect to that requirement which must be demanded of all who would appear in the presence of God in heaven. The text in which this assuring phrase occurs is Colossians 1:12, and it asserts that the believer is, even now, fitted for that celestial glory: “giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.” No mere pretense or bold assumption is indicated in this passage. The least believer, being in Christ, is even now made meet to be a partaker of the inheritance of the saints in light. It therefore becomes no arrogance or vainglory to accept this staternent of God’s Word as true, and as true from the moment one believes on Christ as Savior.  To be acceptable to God by Jesus Christ (1 Pet 2:5), is a reality in every aspect of it and this truth, incomprehensible as it is, constitutes an important item in the whole field of the riches of grace in Christ Jesus.

Review

   
1.  Divine grace is administered through the essence of God.  Ultimately, all blessing or discipline from God to us must be filtered through His justice.  As goes the justice of God, so goes blessing or cursing to us.


2.  What God provides in grace must not compromise His perfect essence.


3.  Love is the motivation of grace, but justice is the function of grace.  Love isn't a mechanic of grace.


4.  Therefore, God's justice must be free to give blessing to sinful man without violating divine integrity.  Whatever you receive in blessing, divine justice must "OK" it first.  Justice must approve everything that comes from God to man.


5.  God's motivation is love; His decision is sovereignty.  But neither love nor sovereignty can go any farther than justice will take them.  Justice has the final say in whether you will be blessed or cursed in this life.


6.  So how can God avoid compromising His perfect righteousness and still have a relationship with us?  The missing link is our adjustment to the justice of God.


7.  You cannot adjust to any of the other characteristics of God.  You can only adjust to the justice of God.  Once you adjust to the justice of God, everything else in your life will fall into place.


8.  Adjustment to the justice of God is the divine freedom for justice to provide either blessing or cursing for us through grace without compromising or jeopardizing any aspect of the essence of God.  Whether you are blessed or cursed, the integrity of God is never violated or compromised, but remains in status quo.


9.  Adjustment to the justice of God occurs in three categories: salvation, rebound, and spiritual maturity.

Salvation Adjustment to the Justice of God


1.  God is fair; it is impossible for God to be unfair because He has perfect righteousness and immutability.  God can't change what He is: perfect justice.  When perfect righteousness and justice team up, the blessing of salvation must be provided without any compromise of divine essence.


2.  Divine justice administers what divine perfect righteousness demands.  Therefore, perfect righteousness makes a demand upon justice: that justice cannot save anyone in the human race unless perfect righteousness is perfectly satisfied and remains in status quo.  This means all the sins of the human race must be judged in Someone qualified.  Justice must judge to maintain the perfect status quo of divine perfect righteousness.  Deut 32:4; 2 Chron 19:7; Job 37:23; Ps 19:9, 50:6, 58:11, 89:14; Isa 45:21; Jer 50:7; Rom 3:26; Heb 10:30-31, 12:23.


3.  When Jesus Christ was on the cross, our sins were poured out on Him and judged by the justice of God.  1 Pet 2:24; 2 Cor 5:21.


4.  The guilt of the sinful human race was shifted to Jesus Christ on the cross, Rom 5:12, 6:23.  We are born spiritually dead, but we are not born guilty!


5.  This adjustment to the justice of God is instantaneous at the moment we believe in Christ, Jn 3:16, 20:36; Acts 16:31.  Of all things non-meritorious in life, the greatest of all is faith.


6.  Only faith in the object of Christ can provide that instant adjustment to the justice of God.  When man believes in Christ, the justice of God is free to provide for Him the forty things of salvation.


7.  For those who do not adjust to the justice of God at salvation, the justice of God is not free and must condemn to the lake of fire forever those who do not believe in Christ, Jn 3:18, 36.  You can't have heaven without hell.  The link is the justice of God; He must be fair.  The justice

of God is only free to curse negative volition at the point of God- consciousness or Gospel-hearing.  If God did not send unbelievers to hell, His justice is compromised and therefore there is no salvation.

Conclusion

1.
If you are going to live with forever, you must be as good as God is; therefore you must have the righteousness of God.

2.
This is documented in Rom 3:22; 1 Cor 1:30; 2 Cor 5:21; Phil 3:9.

3.
Rom 3:22, “Even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe.”  

4.
2 Cor 5:21, “He who knew no sin was made sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.”  
Phil 3:9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:

