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8.
Reconciliation

Few doctrines are more important in a total theology than the doctrine of reconciliation. Though based on comparatively few specific references, reconciliation has been hailed as a doctrine of “vital concern both for doctrinal clarity and pulpit vitality.” Vincent Taylor speaks of reconciliation as “the best New Testament word to describe the purpose of the Atonement….” Referring to Paul’s discussion in 2 Corinthians 5, Taylor comments: “All through this section one cannot fail to be impressed with the immense importance St. Paul attaches to this message and to his sense of being divinely commissioned to declare it.” Leon Morris introduces the subject of reconciliation by quoting T. H. Hughes to the effect that “in the New Testament the basic idea of the atonement is that of reconciliation.” The importance attached to the doctrine of reconciliation not only justifies its discussion, but is also the occasion for major differences of opinion as to its meaning. Few doctrines have been more divergently described within orthodoxy than the doctrine of reconciliation, and, as subsequent discussion will show, the difficulty lies in definition. 

1:22, “Yet He has now reconciled you in the body of His flesh through death [substitutionary spiritual death], in order to present you before Him holy, blameless, and beyond reproach.”

The chief Greek words concerned with reconciliation are: καταλλαγή (Rom. 5:11; 11:15; 2 Cor. 5:18–19), καταλλάσσω (Rom. 5:10; 1 Cor. 7:11; 2 Cor. 5:18–20), and ἱλάσκομαι (Heb. 2:17). Reconciliation means that someone or something is thoroughly changed and adjusted to something which is a standard, as a watch may be adjusted to a chronometer. The doctrine may be considered in as many as three aspects:

1. Old Testament Use.  In the Old Testament reconciliation speaks of atonement or a covering for sin (Lev. 8:15).

2. Of the Whole World to God  (2 Cor. 5:19). The need of this adjustment is expressed in Romans 5:6–11, where the doctrine with its universal scope appears. Note four expressions in use there: ungodly, without strength, sinners, enemies. 

By the death of Christ on its behalf, the whole world is thoroughly changed in its relation to God. But God is never said to be reconciled to man. The world is so altered in its position respecting the holy judgments of God through the cross of Christ that God is not now imputing their sin unto them. The world is thus rendered savable.

3. Of Each Individual  (2 Cor. 5:20). Distinguish three changes connected with reconciliation in 2 Corinthians 5:17–20: (a) that which is positional or structural, wherein a soul is seen to be in Christ (vs. 17), (b) that of a general relationship, or the basis on which salvation may be offered to all mankind (vs. 19), and (c) that which is a mental attitude or the trust of the individual heart when one sees and accepts the value in the death of Christ for him (vs. 20). Consider likewise the passages: Matthew 5:24; 1 Corinthians 7:11; Ephesians 2:16; Colossians 1:21. 

Parties in Reconciliation.

     1.  The first party in reconciliation is God the Father.

          a.  God the Father imputed the sins of the entire human race to the humanity of Jesus Christ on the Cross and judged every one of them. This is unlimited atonement which removes the barrier of personal sins.

          b.  God the Father was satisfied with the saving work of Christ on the Cross.  This is propitiation which removes the barrier of the holiness of God.

          c.  God the Father imputed His own righteousness to every believer at salvation, proclaimed us justified, so that now we can live with God forever.  This removes the barrier of man's self-righteousness and relative righteousness.

          d.  God the Father imputed eternal life to the believer's human spirit created by the Holy Spirit at salvation, called regeneration.  This removed the barrier of man's physical life with spiritual death.

          e.  God the Father is the reconciler as per the active voice of KATALLASSO.  Mankind is reconciled to God; God is never reconciled to man.  It is blasphemous to assume that God steps across any line to come to man; it is man who must Cross the line to come to God by faith in Jesus Christ.

     2.  The second party in reconciliation is God the Son, the agent of reconciliation.  The agent of reconciliation is our Lord Jesus Christ, Eph 2:13-17.  "But now in Christ Jesus you who were formerly far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  For He Himself is our reconciliation, who made both Gentiles and Jews one [new spiritual species], and broke down

the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity .  that in Himself he might make the two into one new man, establishing reconciliation."

          a.  It was the work of our Lord Jesus Christ that removed the barrier between man and God, making reconciliation possible.

          b.  During His last three hours on the Cross, our Lord's humanity received the imputation of every personal sin in the history of the human race, all of which were judged in Him.  This is both substitutionary spiritual death and unlimited atonement.

          c.  Through His efficacious and substitutionary spiritual death on the Cross, Jesus Christ satisfied (propitiated) God the Father.

          d.  Since personal faith in Jesus Christ removes the barriers between man and God, our Lord is the agent of reconciliation.  Jesus Christ is the efficacious object for faith in eternal salvation.

     3.  The third party in reconciliation is God the Holy Spirit.

          a.  The unbeliever is dichotomous, having only a body and soul; he cannot understand the Gospel or any spiritual phenomena.  Therefore, the Holy Spirit must make understandable to him the Gospel when it is presented.  So the Spirit acts as a human spirit, making this spiritual phenomena understandable.  This is the doctrine of common grace.

          b.  When the person believes in Christ based upon this information, the Holy Spirit makes his faith effectual for salvation.  This is the doctrine of efficacious grace.

          c.  In the doctrine of the convicting ministry of the Spirit, mankind, under real spiritual death, listens to the Gospel while the Holy Spirit makes it perspicuous in common grace.

          d.  Since peace or reconciliation is always ratified by personal faith in Jesus Christ, it is the ministry of the Holy Spirit in efficacious grace to make the faith of the spiritual death person effectual for salvation.  In real spiritual death and total helplessness, mankind believes in Christ, while the Holy Spirit in efficacious grace makes that faith effectual for salvation.

          e.  In regeneration at salvation, God the Holy Spirit creates a human spirit for the imputation of eternal life; this removes the barrier of physical birth.

          f.  Through the baptism of the Holy Spirit at salvation, He creates a new spiritual species, the basis for Church Age believers being able to utilize 100% of available divine power.  At the same time, this baptism of the Spirit provides the basis for the election of the royal family of God.  This provision of positional sanctification removes the barrier of position in Adam.  "In Adam all die; in Christ shall all be made alive."

     4.  The fourth party in reconciliation in mankind who is the beneficiary of reconciliation.

          a.  Mankind is reconciled to God through the saving work of Jesus Christ on the Cross.  Mankind is the recipient but never the reconciler; God is the reconciler.

          b.  What Jesus Christ accomplished for mankind on the Cross is reconciliation.  Also, what Jesus Christ provided on the Cross for all believers is reconciliation. 

 The Principles of Reconciliation.

     1.  Reconciliation is the removal of the barrier between God and all mankind through the salvation ministry of Christ on the Cross.  This sets up the pattern for our lives:  all of our lives we are helpless and dependent on the grace of God and all that our Lord Jesus Christ has provided for us.

          a.  Under grace, God has provided everything we need in our lifetime.  Under humility, we need to recognize our helplessness and God's fantastic provision.

          b.  This means that there is nothing we can do to gain the approbation of God.  All divine approval is based on grace:  what God has done for us.  We are all too impressed by what we or others are doing for God.  Getting your eyes on other people is not a part of the plan of God.

          c.  We should be impressed with God, which has three problem solving devices:  personal love for God the Father, occupation with Christ, and fellowship with the Holy Spirit.  You should be impressed with the grace policy of God after salvation.

     2.  The direction of our Lord's salvation ministry on the Cross is Threefold 

          a.  Toward man--the doctrine of reconciliation.
          b.  Toward God--the doctrine of propitiation.
          c.  Toward sin--the doctrine of unlimited atonement.
     3.  In propitiation, God the Father is satisfied with the salvation work of Christ on the Cross.  If God the Father is satisfied with what our Lord did, then God the Father can be satisfied with us when we are executing His plan, purpose, and will.

     4.  In reconciliation, mankind is reconciled to God, and never vice versa.  God is never reconciled to us.  This is why you cannot be saved by inviting Christ into your heart.

     5.  In unlimited atonement, all personal sins of history where imputed to Christ on the Cross and judged by God the Father.  

     6.  There are two categories of reconciliation.

          a.  What Jesus Christ accomplished on the Cross for all mankind in reconciliation.

          b.  What Jesus Christ provided through the Cross for all believers at salvation.

Reconciliation is the means of establishing unity in the Royal Family. 

     1.  Reconciliation is also defined as the means of establishing unity in the royal family of God.  Eph 4:3, "Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.."

     2.  Since all members of the royal family of God have been reconciled to God at the moment of salvation, it follows logically that  we should be reconciled to each other through the filling of the Spirit after salvation (problem-solving device number two) and post- salvation epistemological rehabilitation.  Persistence in the perception of Bible doctrine should eliminate personality conflicts because it provides understanding and use of the other problem-solving devices.
     3.  Reconciliation toward each other means there is no place for personality conflict in the Christian way of life.  

     4.  Whenever personality conflicts exist between two Christians, one or both are completely out of line, needing rebound.

     5.  When you advance to the point of using the last seven problem-solving devices, these problem-solving devices should eliminate personality conflict.  God does not mandate personality conflict in the Christian life.

     6.  Like the problems in marriage, the problems in personality  conflict are caused by arrogance, which includes jealousy, bitterness, vindictiveness, implacability, fear, hatred, anger, self-pity, guilt, gossip, slander, and maligning.

     7.  Therefore, when you find yourself in personality conflict with another believer, look to your own life.   

          a.  Always look to yourself; do not blame the other person.

          b.  Because no matter how obnoxious a person is, you should be able to handle it under the filling of the Spirit with grace orientation,  doctrinal orientation, personal love for God the Father, impersonal love for all mankind, +H, a personal sense of destiny, and occupation with Christ.

          c.  You can't get involved in personality conflicts and reach spiritual adulthood.   

          d. Once you believe in Christ, personality conflict is inexcusable in the protocol plan of God.
          e.  No one can learn doctrine and have a personality conflict with their pastor.
          f.  Personality conflict is usually irrational.  Whenever you have a personality conflict with someone else, this is a warning that there is something wrong with your spiritual momentum.
          g.  Personality conflict is nothing more than people testing as a part of momentum testing.   

     8.  In addition to the barrier between God and man, there exists a number of barriers between man and man.

          a.  Racial barriers.  There has been racial prejudice since the Flood.  There will always be racial prejudice where unbelievers exist and old sin natures are out of control.

          b.  Religious barriers.  There are many world religions.  Impersonal love handles the problem of religious barriers without succumbing to or being influenced by religion.

               (1)  Christianity is not a religion.  Religion has its source in Satan.  It is man by man's works trying to gain the approbation of God.  In Christianity, God seeks man through the saving work of Jesus Christ on the Cross.

               (2)  Any system of salvation by works or spirituality by works is the infiltration of religion into Christianity.

          c.  Cultural barriers.  We have all grown up under different cultures.

          d.  Social barriers.  Sometimes these are only in the minds of people; sometimes they actually exist in historical reality.

          e.  Political barriers.  We disagree violently on politics.

          f.  Personality barriers.

          g.  Ideological barriers.  Believers are socialists, capitalists, empiricists, rationalists, and every other kind of ideology.

          h.  Language barriers.

          i.  Sexual barriers.

     8.  The doctrinal principle of reconciliation is the fact that Jesus Christ, being judged for our sins on the Cross, removed the barrier between God and man, and provides for man's reconciliation to God through faith in Christ.  The doctrinal application of reconciliation is the fact that, for believers, barriers between man and man have been removed in the mechanics of the protocol plan of God.

          a.  Therefore, by application, reconciliation is the means of preserving unity among the brethren.  In positional sanctification, the baptism of the Holy Spirit removes all barriers between believer and believer.  In experiential sanctification, the spiritual skills become the means of the unity among believers in post salvation modus operandi.
          b.  Hence, reconciliation to God by faith in Jesus Christ is the basis for removing two barriers.

               (1)   The barrier between man and God, a reality at salvation, is removed the moment we believe in Christ.

               (2)   The barrier between believer and believer, a potential, is removed by consistent postsalvation epistemological rehabilitation.

          c.  The major application of this doctrine to experiential Christianity is the function of personal evangelism.

